
COUNTY COUNCIL LOCAL COMMITTEE FOR 
SOUTH LAKELAND

Meeting date: Monday 26 March 2018

From: Corporate Director – Economy and Highways

MINTSFEET TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDER 2018

1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.1 This report sets out the responses to the statutory consultation and 
advertising of the traffic regulation Order for Mintsfeet Road and Shap 
Road in Kendal entitled The County of Cumbria (Various Roads, South 
Lakeland Area) (Consolidation of Traffic Regulations) (Order 2002) 
(Mintsfeet Road and Shap Road, Kendal) Variation Order 20>< (“the 
Order”).

1.2 The restrictions proposed to be introduced by the Order are 
summarised in the statutory notice which is attached as Appendix 1 
and shown on the plan attached as Appendix 2 to this report.

1.3 The report seeks a resolution on the proposed introduction of the 
Order.

2.0 STRATEGIC PLANNING AND EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS

2.1 The introduction of Traffic Regulation Orders is a devolved function of 
this Local Committee and helps support the County Council objective 
of meeting its casualty reduction targets and its delivery of Community 
Strategy and Cumbria Agreement outcomes and Council Plan 2018 - 
2022 priorities.

Members are advised that generally the measures contained in the 
proposals contribute to the Council Plan by continuing to ensure that 
the council are able to provide an effective and safe Highway Network.

2.2 The prioritisation, programming and design of highway improvement 
schemes have the potential to generate either beneficial or adverse 
impacts on people with mobility or vision impairments.  The 
development of detailed proposals is undertaken in accordance with 
the County Council’s policies and procedures for equality and 
diversity.



3.0 RECOMMENDATION

3.1 That Local Committee resolves that The County of Cumbria (Various 
Roads, South Lakeland Area) (Consolidation of Traffic Regulations) 
(Order 2002) (Mintsfeet Road and Shap Road, Kendal) Variation Order 
20>< be brought into operation, as advertised, having taken into 
account the comments which were received during the statutory 
consultation and advertisement procedure, and having also taken into 
consideration the matters contained in Section 122(2) of the Road 
Traffic Regulation Act 1984 which are more specifically referred to at 
paragraph 7.2 of this Report.

4.0 BACKGROUND

4.1 Cumbria County Council has received around £4.3m of funding from Central 
Government to improve productivity linked to the highway, called the 
National Productivity Investment Fund (NPIF).  One scheme that has been 
identified was a junction improvement at Mintsfeet Road / Shap Road.  
Currently businesses, customers and residents exiting Mintsfeet onto Shap 
Road experience around a 1 minute delay.  With the developments planned 
in South Lakeland District Council’s Local Plan and the new Sainsbury’s 
development it has been modelled that this 1 minute delay would increase to 
over 6 minutes if nothing is done.

4.2 An initial consultation was carried out between 12th June and 30th June 
2017. The Capital Projects Team did a letter drop to residents and 
businesses in Mintsfeet Road and all areas off it and some of the houses 
along Shap Road, approximately 175 letters were hand delivered.  The 
letters contained the plans for 3 options, a roundabout and two versions of 
traffic lights.  Following a consultation event and analysis of the feedback the 
option to be progressed was for traffic lights. 

4.3 To improve the efficiency of the junction it was proposed in the consultation 
that a time limited parking restriction along Mintsfeet Road be introduced.  It 
is felt that the restriction should be in place during business hours 8am to 
6pm on Monday through to Saturday.  A number of respondents to the 
consultation were in favour of this part of the proposal.

4.4 The restrictions are proposed to encompass the Mintsfeet Road / Shap 
Road junction, continue on Mintsfeet Road on both sides of the road and on 
Shap Road west side until the end of the driveway to number 35.  On the 
south side of Mintsfeet Road the restrictions would continue until the first 
junction on the left and on the north side they would continue outside the 
properties until the boundary of number 7/8.  The proposed restrictions are 
shown on the plan attached as Appendix 2 and the statement of reasons 
included as Appendix 3.

4.5 The statutory 21 day consultation and advertising of the No Waiting Monday 
to Saturday 8am – 6pm restrictions began on Thursday 15th February 2018 
and ended on Thursday 8th March 2018.



4.6 The letter, plan and statutory notice was sent out to the statutory consultees 
and affected frontages as indicated on the consultation list attached as 
Appendix 4 to this report.  Notices were also erected on Mintsfeet Road and 
Shap Road.

4.7 Responses have been received from Stagecoach and the Parking Manager 
Austin Shields.  Both have indicated that they have no objections and are in 
support of the proposed restrictions.

4.8 4 responses have been received from adjacent properties including 
residents and businesses.  One from a resident of Shap Road who is not 
opposed to the proposed restrictions, has, however, requested that the 
restrictions were extended further up Shap Road to ensure that vehicles, 
especially Lorries do not park causing issues for vehicles turning out of 
Crescent Green.  It is not possible to extend the restrictions following the 
statutory consultation stage without re-advertising.  It is, therefore, 
recommended that the restrictions are implemented as advertised and 
monitoring is undertaken to determine if further restrictions are needed in 
future to reduce the issues raised.

4.9 A second response was received from residents of Mintsfeet Road regarding 
concerns for drop off and pick up outside their home and for visitors to their 
property.  Concerns were also raised about queuing traffic and the condition 
of pavements on Shap Road.  The restrictions do not cover a significant 
length and therefore parking will be available beyond the length of the 
restrictions and as single yellow lines they can be parked on after 6pm, 
overnight and on Sundays.  Loading and unloading for deliveries can still be 
undertaken on No Waiting restrictions.  It is considered that due to the 
improvement to the junction with traffic lights that queues on Mintsfeet Road 
will be reduced and therefore will not extend significantly away from the 
junction as they can do at present particularly at peak times.  There is a 
separate scheme which will cover the footway on the north side of Shap 
Road as part of the cycleway improvements.  

4.10 A third response was received regarding concerns about the duration of the 
restrictions and being able to park near to a property.  It is necessary to keep 
the road moving freely in the closest proximity to the junction where the 
restrictions are proposed to enable the junction to function effectively.  The 
properties that are adjacent to the proposals all have driveways for several 
vehicles and there is unrestricted parking within a reasonable walking 
distance.

4.11 A fourth response was received regarding displaced parking in the close 
proximity to the proposed end of the restrictions.  Concern was raised for 
traffic using an access where displaced parking may restrict visibility and 
therefore asking for an extension of the restrictions.  It is not possible to 
extend the restrictions following the statutory consultation stage without re-
advertising.  It is, therefore, recommended that the restrictions are 
implemented as advertised and monitoring is undertaken to determine if 
further restrictions are needed in future to reduce the issues raised. Having 
taken into consideration all the points raised it is considered that the 
restrictions should go ahead with monitoring of queueing for possible future 
measures or amendments should it be necessary.



4.12 In summary overall the responses indicate support for the proposed 
restrictions and therefore it is recommended that the restrictions are 
introduced as advertised. 

4.13 The entire scheme is to be funded through the NPIF Central Government 
funding.  This includes the proposed traffic lights, traffic regulation order for 
the restrictions and implementation of the restrictions if they are approved.

5.0 OPTIONS

5.1 Local Committee approve the recommendation at paragraph 3.1 of this 
report 

5.2 Local Committee do not approve the recommendation at paragraph 3.1 of 
this report.  

5.3 Local Committee approve the bringing into force of the Order in part, other 
than in accordance with the Recommendation, with (less onerous) 
restrictions.

6.0 RESOURCE AND VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS

6.1 The costs of the traffic regulation Order and implementation of the restriction 
markings and signs will be met through the NPIF funding allocation.  
Members are asked to note that should the scheme, following consultation, 
be progressed and implemented there will be ongoing maintenance costs to 
be met through future year’s revenue budgets.

7.0 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

7.1 The County Council, as Traffic Authority, having taken into consideration the 
matters contained in section 122(2) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 
(“the 1984 Act”) detailed below at paragraph 7.2, in considering whether it is 
expedient to agree to the implementation of the Order detailed at paragraph 
3.1 of this Report, for the reason specified at sections 1(1)(a) and 1(1)(c) of 
the 1984 Act, namely for avoiding danger to persons or other traffic using the 
road or for preventing the likelihood of any such danger arising and for 
facilitating the passage on the road or any other road of any class of traffic 
(including pedestrians).

7.2 Under Section 122(2), the matters which must be taken into account in 
exercising that duty are: -
(a) The desirability of securing and maintaining reasonable access to 

premises;
(b) the effect on amenities of an area;
(c) the national air quality strategy prepared under section 80 of the 

Environment Act 1995;
(d) the importance of facilitating the passage of public service vehicles 

and of securing the safety and convenience of persons using or 
desiring to use such vehicles; and

(e) any other matters appearing to the authority to be relevant.



8.0 CONCLUSION

8.1 It is recommended that the Order be bought into force in accordance with 
the Recommendation.

Dominic Donnini
Corporate Director - Environment and Community Services

March 2018



APPENDICES

Appendix 1  Statutory Notice summarising the proposals
Appendix 2 Mintsfeet Road and Shap Road Plan
Appendix 3 Statement of Reasons
Appendix 4 Consultation list

Electoral Division(s): Kendal Nether

Executive Decision Yes

Key Decision No

If a Key Decision, is the proposal published in the current Forward Plan? N/A

Is the decision exempt from call-in on grounds of urgency? No
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N/AHas an environmental or sustainability impact assessment been 
undertaken?

Has an equality impact assessment been undertaken? N/A
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